
 

 

The Epiphany of The Lord 
January 8, 2023 

ROMAN CATHOLIC 
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION 

113 COOLIDGE PLACE 
ROSELLE PARK, NEW JERSEY 07204 

 PARISH OFFICE  EMAIL   Assumption School of Religion Office 
 (908) 245-1107    assumptionrp@yahoo.com (908) 245-6572 
 

 FAX     WEB PAGE   EMAIL  
 (908) 245-2789   www.assumptionrp.com  assumptionschool113@gmail.com 

SERVED BY: 
 

Rev. Paul Prevosto, Pastor Fr.Prevosto@proton.me 
Rev. James F. Spera, Pastor Emeritus 
Rev. Solomon Ngwumezie, Weekend Associate 
Rev. James Platania, Weekend Associate 
Rev. Deacon David J. Farrell, Deacon and 
   Religious Education Coordinator  
 

John Ballantyne, Trustee 
Elizabeth Santora, Trustee 
 

Donna Schmatz, Organist and Music Coordinator 
Virginia Jediny, Parish Secretary 
Debbie Kachnowski, Parish Catechetical Leader 
 

New members of the Parish are welcome and invited to  
REGISTER by calling the Rectory Office.  Please notify the 
Office when moving away from the Parish.   

HOLY MASS: 
Saturday Evenings:  5:30 pm 
Sundays:  8:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 Noon 
Weekdays:  Monday - Saturday, 8:00 am 
Holy Days of Obligation:  8:00 am and 7:00 pm 
 

Novenas: 
St. Jude after the Saturday 8:00 am Mass 
St. Anthony, prayers with Benediction of the 
Blessed Sacrament, Tuesday, 7:30 pm, September thru June 
 

Confession: 
Saturday afternoon from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm 
Weekdays (Monday-Thursday, Saturday) at 7:30 am before the 
8:00 am Mass, or anytime by appointment 

To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are friendless and need friendship;  
to all who are discouraged and need hope; to all who sin and need a Savior; and to whomsoever will,  

THIS CHURCH OPENS WIDE ITS DOOR IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS! 
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SATURDAY, January 7:  St. Raymond of Penyafort, 
Priest; Julian Calendar Christmas; First Saturday 
8:00 AM           Glen Brunette 
  (From:  Casimir Muroski) 
 

5:30  PM Corporate Mass 
  Please See List 
SUNDAY, January 8:  The Epiphany of the Lord 
8:00 AM For the Parishioners 
10:30 AM Ralph Oliveri 
  (From:  Son, Ralph)  
12:00 Noon Joe Signorello, Sr. 
  (From:  Family) 
 

MONDAY, January 9:  The Baptism of The Lord  
8:00 AM Anthony DeMarzo 
  (From: Beverly DeMarzo) 
   

TUESDAY, January 10 
8:00 AM Kevin Ng 
  Happy Birthday 
  (Love, Mom, Dad, Sharon, Alex) 
7:30  PM St. Anthony and St. Kolbe Novena 
   

WEDNESDAY, January 11   
8:00 AM Beverly DeMarzo 
  (From: Beverly DeMarzo) 
              

THURSDAY, January 12  
8:00 AM  All Souls 
   (From:  Leonor Sanchez) 
    

FRIDAY, January 13:  St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor 
of the Church 
8:00 AM  Virgermina Soto 
  (Love, Orlando) 
  

SATURDAY, January 14:  Julian Calendar New 
Year; Blessed Virgin Mary 
8:00 AM           Theresa Stecki 
  (From:  Family) 
 

5:30  PM Nora Carolan  
  Happy  Birthday in Heaven 
  (From:  Daughter, Nora Denike) 
SUNDAY, January 15:  Second Sunday in Ordinary  
Time; World Religion Day 
8:00 AM For the Parishioners 
10:30 AM Sam J. Colucci 
  (From:  Family)  
12:00 Noon Deceased Pastors of  
  Assumption Church 

Prayer List:  (In alphabetical order) To have someone 
placed on or removed from the sick list please call the 
Rectory.  We invite you to clip out this section each Sunday.  
Perhaps you could put it near a prayer book, in your Bible, or in 
your pocket or purse.  It is a good thing when we pray with and for 
one another.  Thank you and God bless you! 

 
 

Patrick Ahern Jr., Altagracia Alvarez, Kathy Barz, Fred Boyne, 
Brendan, Joe Caponegro, Ken Castenon, Rev. Msgr. Peter 
Cheplic, Christine Conrad, Kay Downey, Ronald Fellner, 
Charles Frank, Nicholas Fusco, John Garofalo, Lynn 
Gehrmann, Fran Getchies, Harold Gibson, Bonnie Greer, 
Joseph Gregory, Helen Hojnoski, Cynthia and Thomas Ingman, 
A.M.J., Elizabeth Knych, Cyndee Kurri, Nancy Lanfrank, Stella 
LoPiccolo, Christine Marino, Janet Marino, Christine 
Mattingly, Zchantell McDonald, Eleanor Morehouse,  Tanina 
Naccarato, Carol Fellner Nasta, Monica Quigley O’Brien, 
Margie Ortizio, Lily Rita Procopio,  Rudy Salazar, Roseann 
Santanna, Ann Sisalli, Antonio Spano, Gabrielle Spano, Debra 
Szajko, Lynn Tumblety, Tony & Laura Wargacki 

Communion Ministers — Two Ministers for each Mass. 
 

JANUARY 2023 
5:30 PM    -    Rita Kushner, Richard Powers, Loretta Raczynski,  
        Alex Wisniewski 
8:00 AM    -   Marge Denci, Maryann Mansueto 
10:30 AM  -   James Kompany, Steve Petruzelli 
12 Noon     -   Debbie Kachnowski, Annette Venturo 
 
 

LECTORS 
 

January 7/8, 2023                      January 14/15, 2023  
5:30 PM         Cindy Campbell Leona Seufert 
8:00 AM         Anthony Cordero Tom Di Maio 
10:30 AM       Diane Burgos Diane Burgos 
12 Noon          Debbie Kachnowski Nicholas Milici  
 
 

ALTAR SERVERS 
 

January 7/8,  2023                    January 14/15, 2023 
5:30 PM            Joe Schmatz 
8:00 AM         Angelo Geronimo Loretta Raczynski 
                        Anthony Geronimo 
10:30 AM          
12 Noon 
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“Stop lying to one another. What you have done is put aside 
your old self with its past deeds and put on a new man, one 
who grows in knowledge as he is formed anew in the image of 
his Creator” (Colossians 3:9). 
 

When the magi arrived in Bethlehem, they saw 
what they did not expect. They were seeking out a king 
and they found a poor baby.  They looked at a baby and 
saw a God.  Their hearts we open to the truth. These un-
believers came to believe in not what they could see with 
their eyes, but what they saw with faith. 

Today the world is presenting to us as truth what 
are lies and falsehoods. Many, far too many, are believ-
ing only in what they feel or expect, rather than in what 
they can believe in faith and know with reason.  What I 
mean is, many believers are now looking at the decep-
tions of the world and are forgetting that God has re-
vealed himself as Jesus, a baby boy born into a simple 
family who would grow up to be a man who would give 
his life on the cross so as to save us from sin and delver 
us from the evil one.  Many are leaving the faith and be-
lieving in only what they see and hear without spiritual 
and even intellectual discernment.  If we do not approach 
this world with the heart of Christ and a mind set on the 
truth, then we too are easily deceived. 

More and more I hear of people looking in the 
mirror and not seeing who they are (truth – created in the 
image and likeness of God) but rather seeing some con-
torted image (falsehood) of who they think or feel they 
are.  This can go from seeing oneself in a grandiose way 
to loathing what ones sees.  Consider someone suffering 
with anorexia. She looks in the mirror and sees a fat per-
son. She diets, fasts, eventually starves herself disgusted 
at her perceived image (falsehood).  She is at the point of 
malnutrition. She is skin and bones. But what she sees is 
obesity.  At this, most other people would recognize that 
she needs help before she perishes. Yet out of disordered 
compassion, others, for fear of hurting her [feelings] per-
haps, cannot tell her she is confused about her self-image.  
Soon no one will tell her the truth. She will continue to 
avoid food and eventually die. Yet if someone has the 
courage to point out the truth with compassion of course, 
she will then have a chance to be restored to health. 

When a boy (XY) looked into a mirror and saw a 
girl or disliked what he saw, we were all certain that he 
was confused about his gender.  Somehow the world 
flipped and has convinced many that one’s gender is 
something to choose based on feelings, thoughts, and 
other factors.  Yet the truth remains he is a male created 
as such by God.  Out of sympathy however, so as not to 
unduly hurt the child, parents and friends and others 
might not guide him on the way to a healthy understand-
ing of his masculinity and manhood but will,  

intentionally or not, indulge his misconception of 
himself. Perhaps there is a fear that the truth of his gender 
would somehow lead to despair, self-loathing, and even 
hurting himself.  Some will go so far as indulge his 
confusion allowing him to behave as the opposite sex, or 
even inflict or support the chemical or surgical mutilation 
to conform a healthy body to the unhealthy psyche.  

I am not sure what is the source of this gender 
confusion. It may be genetic, from the evil one, 
sociologically imposed or all of the above, but I do know 
for certain it is not from God who created us male and 
female. When sin entered in, all of nature was affected: 
Cain killed Abel, men did shameful things with men 
(Romans 1:27), and women ended pregnancies. Is it no 
wonder that today with the faith so weak, that the 
innocent suffer for the crimes of the guilty? Let us always 
pray that those who suffer confusion about their own 
identity and self-image, come to realize that God made 
them male or female and has called them to be his 
disciples. Let us love others with compassion, patience, 
and never to abandon those who suffer for through divine 
love we can all recognize the image of God in which we 
are made. 
Pax Christi, Fr. Paul 

PS: What I write is to help us reflect on what is happening in 
our world, as we are challenged more and more to be Catholic 
in a post-Christian era.  I am not writing ex cathedra, but it is 
not in opposition to the faith. I hope to provoke reflection in 
the light of Christ of what is happening around us. As St. Paul 
said, “Put to death whatever in your nature is rooted in the 
world” (Colossians 3:5). 
 

Thank you  - Grazie mille 
 

Moving away from my old parish has not been easy for me.  I 
had grown to love my parishioners.  Bergen County was a 
strange place for me. Most of my priestly ministry up to that 
point had been in Union County.  Yet over the 13 years there I 
adjusted. It took a few years for me but as time passed, I came 
to recognize the people of Holy Trinity as my sheep, someone 
I dearly cared for. So when I left, I was deeply saddened.  It 
has the same feeling as mourning. 
When I arrived at Assumption Parish, you welcomed me so 
graciously and for that I am very grateful. Otherwise, I do not 
know how I would have made it.  This Christmas, I received so 
many gifts, cards, greetings and prayers.  I truly felt your 
welcome above my “homesickness”.  I would like to share 
these few words written to me by the St. Vincent de Paul 
Society which I found so affirming and loving:  

Dear Fr. Paul,  
We are praying that you find strength in God’s 

protective care and comfort knowing He is always there. May 
you have a blessed and happy New Year. 
 

Once again thank you a thousand times over for your love, 
patience and welcome. 
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MARY’S GROTTO 
 
Mary’s Grotto will be open, weather permitting, on 
Sundays after all of the Masses.   
Looking forward to seeing many of you in the store! 

 
Thank you,  

The Ladies of the Rosary Society,  
Church of the Assumption 

WEEKLY COLLECTION 
 

Collection for December 24/25 $4,458 
Collection for Dec. 31/Jan. 1 $4,971 
Collection for Solemnity of Mary $2,475 
 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Please pray for the repose of the 
souls of the recently deceased: 

   
                +Rosemarie Adams 

           +Antonio Siciliano 
     
 

                 Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord! 

   
 
 
 
 

January 9 - 7:00 p.m. - Parish Council- 
   Upper Parish Hall 
 

January 10 - 8:00 p.m. - St. Vincent dePaul Society-  
      Chapel 
 

January 11 - 1:00 p.m.  - Stitches - Lower Parish Hall 
 
January 25 - 8:00 p.m. -  K of C - Loreti Hall 

"Quite soon, I shall find 
myself before the final 
judge of my life. Even 
though, as I look back on 
my long life, I can have 
great reason for fear and 
trembling, I am 
nonetheless of good 
cheer, for I trust firmly 
that the Lord is not only 
the just judge, but also 
the friend and brother 
who himself has already 

suffered for my shortcomings, and is thus also my 
advocate, my “Paraclete.” In light of the hour of 
judgment, the grace of being a Christian becomes all 
the more clear to me. It grants me knowledge, and 
indeed friendship, with the judge of my life, and 
thus allows me to pass confidently through the dark 
door of death." 
 

- Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI, Letter to the Archdiocese of 
Munich, 8 February 2022. 

Corporate Mass - Saturday January 7, 2023 - 5:30pm Mass 
 
Deceased   Requested by 
 
Joseph Gregory  Mary Krech 
Millicent Infuso  Love, Grace & Family 
Christine Kropp  Janice and Bob Heath 

St. Michael School Cranford Open House 
St. Michael School in Cranford is celebrating 
over 90 years of academic excellence. 
Established in 1929, St. Michael School is a 
thriving, faith-based school where children 

become independent thinkers and grow into responsible 
young adults grounded in Catholic values. 
   St. Michael School is a member of the National Catholic 
Education Association (NCEA) and accredited by the 
Middle States Association Commission on Elementary 
Schools.  Primary, elementary, and middle school 
curriculums are based on guidelines set forth by the 
Archdiocese of Newark to prepare students for high school 
and beyond.  
Controlled class sizes and average 16:1 student-teacher 
ratio fosters individualized attention and offers students 
the ability to engage in classroom inquiry, discovery, and 
learning.    
The early childhood education program offers pre-
kindergarten 3 & 4 (full and half day) and full-day 
academically based kindergarten.  On-site before and after 
care is also available. 
   The faculty and families of St. Michael School will invite 
you to attend one of our upcoming Open House sessions 
on: 

Thursday, January 26th from 7:00PM-8:30PM 
Sunday, January 29th from 12:00PM-3:00PM 

   If you're interested in learning more about St. Michael 
School & all that our school has to offer, please contact the 
school directly at 908-276-9425 or 
saint.michael@verizon.net 
For a copy of the St. Michael’s School brochure, virtual 
tours and for more information about the school, visit:  
www.smscranford.com 
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Knight’s Corner (Council #3240) 
 
The Knights of Columbus (Council #3240) of the 
Church of the Assumption would like to invite any 
interested Parish men, that wish to learn more about 

the Knights of Columbus to fill out one of the cards located in 
the front of the Church and place it in the collection basket.   
The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus is currently conduct-
ing a membership drive.  Please be sure to 
“like” our Facebook page:  Knights of Colum-
bus - Msgr. Loreti Council #3240 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS 

 

 
 
Religious Education Contact Information:  
908-245-6572    assumptionschool113@gmail.com 

Believe and Pray 

BABY BOTTLE BOOMERANG 
 

We are, once again, doing the Baby Bottle Boo-
merang for Rafael’s Life House for homeless 
mothers and babies.  We will be handing out 
“empty” baby bottles after all masses this week-
end, Jan. 7-Jan. 8. 
 
Please return the bottles, with whatever change 
you can afford, on the weekends of Jan. 21-Jan. 
22 and Jan. 28-Jan. 29. 
 

Thank you, Knights of Columbus #3240  

Epiphany House Blessing 
 

If you wish, you can celebrate Epiphany at home with 
a blessing using the initials of the magi’s traditional 
names (Casper, Melchior, Balthasar), four crosses, 
and the new year’s numerals.  
Materials: a piece of chalk and a small container of holy 
water. Gather with family members, friends, and perhaps 
some neighbors at the front door. 
 
Leader: In the (+) name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
We sign this doorway with four crosses and the 
numerals of the new year. 
[20 + C + M + B + 23] 
Let us pray: May Christ bless this house! 
ALL: Amen! 
Each room of the house is sprinkled with holy water. 
Living room: 
Where two or three are gathered in your name, 
Lord, you are present. Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Kitchen: 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Dining room: 
Prepare us for the heavenly banquet. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Bedrooms: 
Stay with us Lord, when night has come. 
Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
Bathroom: 
Cleanse us from all sin. Bless this room, O Lord. 
ALL: Amen! 
All return to the front door to pray together. 
Leader: Let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
Our Father . . . 
The leader sprinkles all present with holy water. 
Bless this household through all days to come, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, forever and ever. 
ALL: Amen! 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 

Save the Children from “adult” websites. Protect your chas-
tity, now! Go to Freefiltering.org and learn how to block those 
unwanted sites from your eyes. Protect your virtue, guard you 
children’s innocence. It really works, by blocking sites in your 
Wi-Fi server. Act now before your children see one more por-
nographic site or one more “social media” site promoting 
LGBTQ+ propaganda.  

Donations to the St. Vincent de Paul Society 
should be made out to  

Church of the Assumption. 
The St. Vincent de Paul Society no longer has its 

own checking account. 
 

 Donors should include: for St. Vincent de Paul 
Society in the lower left corner of the check. 

The Stitches Group will have our first meeting on 
Wednesday, January 12, 2023.  We will gather in the 
Lower Parish Center from 1pm-3pm. 
Please join us!  Bring your yarn, crochet hooks or 
knitting needles! 
Any questions, please call Judy Bober. 908 272-7292. 
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