ROMAN CATHOLIC

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION
113 CHIEGO PLACE
ROSELLE PARK, NEW JERSEY 07204
To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn and need comfort; to all who are friendless and need friendship;
to all who are discouraged and need hope; to all who sin and need a Savior; and to whomsoever will,
THIS CHURCH OPENS WIDE ITS DOOR IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS!

The Baptism of The Lord
January 10, 2021
SERVED BY:
Very Rev. Father James F. Spera, V.F., Pastor
Dean, Union County North
Rev. Father Carmine Rizzi, Priest-in-Residence
Rev. Deacon David J. Farrell, Deacon and
Director of Religious Education
John Ballantyne, Trustee
Elizabeth Santora, Trustee
Donna Schmatz, Organist and Music Coordinator
Virginia Jediny, Parish Secretary
Karen Colucci, Religious Education Coordinator
New members of the Parish are welcome and invited to
REGISTER by calling the Rectory Office. Please notify the
Office when moving away from the Parish. Sponsor
certificates for the Sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation
will be signed and sealed for Registered parishioners only. You
must be registered for 6 months prior to your request.

EUCHARIST:
Saturday Evenings: 5:30 pm
Sundays: 8:00 am, 10:30 am, 12:00 Noon
Weekdays: Monday - Saturday, 8:00 am
Holy Days of Obligation:
8:00 am and 7:30 pm
Novenas:
St. Jude after the Saturday 8:00 am Mass
St. Anthony, prayers with Benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament, Tuesday, 7:30 pm, September thru June

Confession:
Saturday afternoon from 4:00 pm to 5:00 pm
Weekdays (Monday-Saturday) at 7:30 am before the
8:00 am Mass, or anytime by appointment

PARISH OFFICE
(908) 245-1107

EMAIL
assumptionrp@yahoo.com

Assumption School of Religion Office
(908) 245-6572

FAX
(908) 245-2789

WEB PAGE
www.assumptionrp.com

EMAIL
assumptionschool113@gmail.com
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SATURDAY, January 9
8:00 AM
Kevin Ng
Happy Birthday
(Love, Mom, Dad, Sharon and Alex)

5:30 PM

Arthur Licata
(From: Angela Gravina)

SUNDAY, January 10: The Baptism of The Lord
8:00 AM
Anna Della Peruta
(From: Sister, Dottie)

10:30 AM

Carmene Moragos
(From: Carmela Mannino)

12:00 Noon
LECTORS
ALTAR SERVERS
THE MINISTRIES ARE SUSPENDED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE

PRAYER FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the
most Blessed Sacrament. I love You above all
things and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot now receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace
You as if You were already there, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.

Believe and Pray
Prayer List: (In alphabetical order) To have someone
placed on or removed from the sick list please call the
Rectory. We invite you to clip out this section each Sunday.
Perhaps you could put it near a prayer book, in your Bible, or in
your pocket or purse. It is a good thing when we pray with and for
one another. Thank you and God bless you!

Altagracia Alvarez, Kathy Barz, John Black, Fred Boyne,
Florence Carosella, Christine Conrad, James Desiderio,
Naomi Desiderio, Ronald Fellner, Nicholas Fusco, Bonnie
Greer, Joseph Gregory, Cynthia and Thomas Ingman,
A.M.J., Elizabeth Knych, Zchantell McDonald, Eleanor
Morehouse, Tanina Naccarato, Carol Fellner Nasta,
Jeanette Noto, Louis Noto, Monica Quigley O’Brien, Lily
Rita Procopio, Roseann Santanna, Frank Sillito, Nancy
Sillito, Ann Sisalli, Anthony Spadora, Antonio Spano,
Gabrielle Spano, Lynn Tumblety, Joanne Vallone,
D.L.W., Tony Wargacki

Emil Petrick, Sr.
(From: Linda and Dave Farrell)

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS

MONDAY, January 11: 1st Week in Ordinary Time
8:00 AM
Enrico Macolino, 10th Anniversary
(From: Rita Macolino)

TUESDAY, January 12
8:00 AM
Deceased and Living of
Moraes and Fernandes Families
(From: Iona Moraes)

7:30 PM

St. Anthony and St. Kolbe Novena

WEDNESDAY, January 13: St. Hilary, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church
8:00 AM
Virginia Soto
(From: Son, Orlando)

THURSDAY, January 14
8:00 AM
Joseph Colicelio
(From: Wife and Family)

FRIDAY, January 15
8:00 AM
For Church Founders and
Benefactors; Anniversary of
Church Founding 1907
SATURDAY, January 16: Blessed Virgin Mary
8:00 AM
Lilli Miceli Lawlor
(From: Ella Bombaci)

5:30 PM

Pilar DeVarona
(From: Mary Journe)

SUNDAY, January 17: Second Sunday in Ordinary
Time; World Religion Day
8:00 AM
William Royland
(From: Richard, Renah &Hera Marranca)

10:30 AM

Caetona Logiudice
(From: Carmela Mannino)

12:00 Noon

Ann Marie Bonassisa
(From: Jennifer & “Here We Grow” Staff)
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Today’s Feast marks the conclusion of the Christmas
Season and the beginning of Ordinary Time. It’s a feast
of transition from Jesus’ hidden life to that of His public
ministry. It also echoes the theme of the Epiphany in that
the Baptism of the Lord is another manifestation
announcing Jesus’ divinity to all of His first followers
and to the disciples of John the Baptist.
First of all, it needs to be pointed out that Jesus did not
need the baptism of John. John was baptizing as a call to
and sign of interior repentance. Jesus had no need to
repent. But, nonetheless, He comes to John. John resists
at first but Jesus insists.
Why did Jesus receive baptism? First, by accepting
the baptism of John, Jesus affirms all that John has said
and done and affirms his sacred role of preparing the way
for Jesus and for a new era of grace. Therefore, the
Baptism of Jesus acts as a bridge between the Old
Testament prophets (of which John was the last) and the
New Testament era of grace and truth.
Second, it has been said that when Jesus entered the
waters of baptism, He was not baptized by the waters,
rather, His Baptism was one in which all the created
waters of this world were, in a sense, “baptized” by Him.
By entering into the waters, Jesus sanctified water and
poured forth His grace making all water the future source
of salvation. Third, the Baptism of Jesus was an
epiphany. It was a moment of manifestation. As He
emerged from the waters, “Heaven was opened and the
Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a
dove. And a voice came from Heaven, ‘You are my
beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.’” This
manifestation of the sonship and divinity of Jesus took
place in a physical, audible and visible form so that all
present would know, without question, that Jesus was the
Son of the Father. Thus, His baptism is a way in which
the Father introduced His Son and His Son’s mission to
the world.
As we prepare to begin Ordinary Time, reflect, today,
upon these words of the Father at the Baptism of Jesus.
Hear the Father speaking to You about the divinity of His
Son. Turn your eyes to Jesus and prepare yourself to
follow Him and to heed every word He speaks. He was
sent into this world to draw us to the Father, allow Him
to fulfill that mission in your own life. Pray these simple
words:
Lord, I believe that You are the Son of the Eternal
Father and the Savior of the World. I believe that
You have brought about a new era of grace and truth
and that I am called to follow You wherever You lead.

As we begin this liturgical season of Ordinary Time,
may it be a time of extraordinary grace in which I
daily heed Your voice. Jesus, I trust in You!
May this Season of grace draw us ever closer as the
Body of Christ as Church of the Assumption leading us
to experience a taste of the Kingdom!
Fr. Jim
AN ANCIENT BAPTISTERY
One of the most ancient and enduring sites for
baptism in Rome is the church of San Giovanni in Fonte.
This church is in fact a baptistery, and houses the font for
the Lateran Basilica, the cathedral of Rome. The Emperor
Constantine sponsored its construction in the year 315,
and it is therefore the oldest baptistery in the world. It is
the model for nearly all later baptisteries, including
perhaps the font in your own parish church.
—Rev. James Field, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

THE WATERS OF BAPTISM
When new sod is put in, it needs constant saturation
with water. Landscapers say that this “knits” the sod to
the soil. The same when a branch is grafted onto a tree:
the poultice that joins them at the splice must be kept wet
at all times. Water is the stuff that binds the very cells of
our bodies together. No wonder religions throughout all
times and cultures have used it so prominently. When
Jesus stepped into the Jordan for baptism, he “knit”
himself to what had come before him. By going to the
Jordan, he made himself one with the people of Israel
who had crossed it into their Promised Land. With John
the Baptist, Christ wove himself into the prophetic
tradition that heralded the coming reign of God. He had
become fully human in the waters of Mary’s womb, and
by partaking in the rite of the baptism of repentance,
Jesus identified himself with our sinful, frail humanity. It
is through the waters of baptism that Christ continues to
graft new members onto his Body, the Church; through
these waters we are cleansed from sin and filled with the
promise of grace, given our destiny for eternal life. For
us, as for Jesus, it is also the waters of baptism that
inaugurate our mission to proclaim the Good News.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

Please pray for the repose of the
souls of the recently deceased:

+Madalena Varela
+Concetta Pascarella
Eternal Rest grant unto them, O Lord!

Church of the Assumption
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SPECIAL DONATIONS
To make a Special Donation for Hosts, Wine, Candles,
Sanctuary Candles or Tabernacle Flowers, please use the
Special Donation Envelopes found at the doors of the Church.

In Loving Memory of Agnes Corson “Happy
Birthday in Heaven January 8th”
Requested by Joan Curty
Donation of Wine and Hosts

Prayer for the Blessing of the Home:
Lord God of heaven and earth,
you revealed your only-begotten Son to every nation
by the guidance of a star.
Bless this house
and all who inhabit it.
Fill us with the light of Christ,
that our concern for others may reflect your love.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen.

REHEARSAL
Psalms are sung in the home and rehearsed in the
streets. —St. Ambrose

The Sign of the Cross
At the beginning of our prayer, we make the sign of
the cross together. This sign, simple and powerful,
operates on many levels. We trace the sign of the cross
over our bodies, reminding ourselves that the cross of
Christ has become our source of resurrection, life, and
grace. With this sign, we also profess our faith in the
Trinity: the presider does not say “in the names,” but “in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit”—three persons, one God. The sign of the cross is
also a baptismal reminder, for every sign of the cross
echoes the words spoken over us at our baptism, which
marked our entry into the saving mystery of Christ. This
many-layered sign is also our primary sign of blessing:
the cross is traced over people, places, and things upon
which we ask God to impart divine benediction.
In blessing ourselves with the sign of the cross at the
beginning of Mass, we acknowledge the mystery that has
gathered us together: that Christ, the crucified and risen
One, is living, and that we are members of his Body. Our
response, our Amen, is our yes to all this, our first
profession of faith.
—Corinna Laughlin, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

+ Sprinkle each room with Holy Water
(some traditions mark with chalk C+M+B+ over the
door signifying the names of the three Kings: Casper,
Melchior, Balthasar – the initials can also remind us of
the Latin words “Christus Mansionem Benedicat” which
mean “May Christ bless the house.”
May Christ Jesus dwell with us,
keep us from all harm,
and make us one in mind and heart,
now and forever.
R/. Amen.
CALLED TO SERVE
For many weeks now, we have been celebrating the
appearance of the divine presence in human form. As a
child, he came to Mary and Joseph, was seen by the
shepherds, and then by some wandering magi from the
East. Today we celebrate another showing, later in time,
to a group gathered at the Jordan River.
John hesitated to baptize Jesus, whom he recognized
as “one mightier than I.” But he did as Jesus asked, and
the “Holy Spirit descended” and heaven’s voice spoke to
Jesus, “You are my beloved Son.” Jesus was beginning
his public life of teaching and service. Soon he would
start calling others to join him.
Peter was one of the first to be called by Jesus. Peter
was called, and you and I are called to spread that
message and to serve God’s word.
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.

MARY’S GROTTO
Happy New Year to all!
Just to let you know, we will be closed in January and
February.
If you need anything from the store, please call the
rectory and we will make an appointment to see you.

Ladies of the Rosary Society
Church of the Assumption

WEEKLY COLLECTION
Weekly Collection for December 26/27
Weekly Collection for January 2/3
Solemnity of Mary
Archdioceses Assessment

$7,737
$5,402
$1,667
$ 870

Archdioceses Bill for January
Archdioceses Collection Jan. 2/3
Amount to be paid from Weekly
Collection

$7,009
$ 870

Thank you for your generosity!

$6,139
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS
Religious Education Contact Information: 908-245-6572
assumptionschool113@gmail.com
karen.assumption@hotmail.com

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Behold my servant with whom I am
pleased; he shall bring forth justice to the nations
(Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7) or Isaiah 55:1-11.
Psalm — The Lord will bless his people with peace
(Psalm 29) or Isaiah 12:2-6.
Second Reading — God anointed him with the Holy
Spirit (Acts 10:34-38) or 1 John 5:1-9.
Gospel — You are my beloved Son, with you I am well
pleased (Mark 1:7-11).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from the Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997,
International Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday:
Heb 1:1-6; Ps 97:1, 2b, 6, 7c, 9; Mk 1:14-20
Tuesday:
Heb 2:5-12; Ps 8:2ab, 5, 6-9; Mk 1:21-28
Wednesday:
Heb 2:14-18; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Mk 1:2939
Thursday:
Heb 3:7-14; Ps 95:6-11; Mk 1:40-45
Friday: Heb 4:1-5, 11; Ps 78:3, 4bc, 6c-8; Mk 2:1-12
Saturday:
Heb 4:12-16; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 2:1317
Sunday:
1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19; Ps 40:2, 4, 7-10;
DINE TO DONATE - 2 WAYS
Mario’s Tutto Bene - NOW through 3/31/21
Featuring daily specials & catering packages, including:
TAKE-OUT * CURBSIDE PICK-UP * DELIVERY
495 Chestnut St., Union, NJ 07083
908-687-3250, www.mariostuttobene.com
*Please present flyer to ensure 10% of your bill will be donated back
to Church of the Assumption.*
Johnny Napkins - NOW through 3/31/21

Knight’s Corner (Council #3240)
The Knights of Columbus (Council #3240) of the Church
of the Assumption would like to invite any interested
Parish men, that wish to learn more about the Knights of
Columbus to fill out one of the cards located in the front
of the Church and place it in the collection basket. The Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus is currently conducting a membership
drive. Please be sure to “like” our Facebook page: Knights of Columbus - Msgr. Loreti Council #3240

MOUNT SAINT MARY ACADEMY, a Catholic, all-girls
college prep high school in Watchung, is accepting applications for the Class of 2025. Prospective students are encouraged to visit:
www.mountsaintmary.org to request a Zoom meeting with the
Director of Admissions to answer your questions or arrange a
tour of the campus. Mandatory entrance test administered by
appointment.
Contact admissions@mountsaintmary.org. The academy is a
sponsored work of the Sisters of Mercy, established in 1908.

Prayer for a New Year
Lord Jesus, we come to you in this brand new year
with a desire to move forward, not backward. Last
year is gone and with it all the foolish mistakes that
were made. We are eager to put the past behind and
to press on toward the mark of knowing you, loving
you, serving you, and making Your name known in
this coming year.
Saint John the Baptist
John began public ministry around 30 AD, and was known for
attracting large crowds across the province of Judaea and
around the Jordan River. When Jesus came to him to be
baptized, John recognized him and said, "It is I who need
baptism from you."
Jesus told John to baptize Him anyway, which he did,
whereupon the heavens opened, and the Spirit of God was seen
like a dove. The voice of God spoke, saying, "This is my
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased."
Following his baptism of Christ, John's popularity grew so
much that he alarmed King Herod. Herod ordered him arrested
and imprisoned.
John spoke with Herod on several occasions and condemned
his marriage to his half-brother's wife.

1424 Morris Ave., Union, NJ 07083
908-688-7500, www.johnnynapkins.com

This condemnation would be his downfall as King Herod
promised to grant a wish to his daughter. In revenge for John
the Baptist's condemnation of her mother's scandalous
marriage to Herod, she asked for John's head. King Herod
reluctantly obliged. John the Baptist died sometime between 33
and 36 AD.

*Please present flyer to ensure 10% of your bill will be donated back
to Church of the Assumption.*

John the Baptist's feast day is June 24, and the anniversary of
his death is August 29.

Featuring pizzas, entrees, catering and more. Including
TAKE-OUT * DELIVERY
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Mary, also known as St. Mary the Virgin, the Blessed Virgin
Mary, Saint Mary, Mary Mother of God or the Virgin Mary is
believed by many to be the greatest of all Christian saints. The
Virgin Mother "was, after her Son, exalted by divine grace
above all angels and men."

Feast day: January 13
Born in 315 in Poitiers, France.
Saint Hilary, is the doctor of Christ’s divinity. as bishop,
he brilliantly defended the sacred humanity of Jesus. he
protected the church and its members by defeating arianism which denied the divinity of Christ.
This staunch defender of the divinity of Christ was a gentle and courteous man, devoted to writing some of the
greatest theology on the trinity, and was like his master
in being labeled a “disturber of the peace.” in a very troubled period in the church, his holiness was lived out in
both scholarship and controversy.
Raised a pagan, he was converted to Christianity when
he met his god of nature in the scriptures. his wife was
still living when he was chosen, against his will, to be the
bishop of Poitiers in France. he was soon taken up with
battling what became the scourge of the fourth century,
arianism, which denied the divinity of Christ.
The heresy spread rapidly. St. Jerome said “the world
groaned and marveled to find that it was arian.” when
Emperor Constantius ordered all the bishops of the west
to sign a condemnation of Athanasius, the great defender
of the faith in the east, Hilary refused and was banished
from France to far off Phrygia. eventually he was called
the “Athanasius of the west.” while writing in exile, he
was invited by some semi-arians (hoping for reconciliation) to a council the emperor called to counteract the
council of Nicea. but Hilary predictably defended the
church, and when he sought public debate with the heretical bishop who had exiled him, the arians, dreading
the meeting and its outcome, pleaded with the emperor to
send this troublemaker back home. Hilary was welcomed
by his people.
He was proclaimed doctor of the church in 1851.

Mary is venerated with a special cult, called by St. Thomas
Aquinas, hyperdulia, as the holiest of all creatures. The main
events of her life are celebrated as liturgical feasts of the universal Church.
Mary's life and role in the history of salvation is foreshadowed
in the Old Testament, while the events of her life are recorded
in the New Testament. Traditionally, she was declared the
daughter of Sts. Joachim and Anne. Born in Jerusalem, Mary
was presented in the Temple and took a vow of virginity. Living in Nazareth, Mary was visited by the archangel Gabriel,
who announced to her that she would become the Mother of
Jesus, by the Holy Spirit.
She became betrothed to St. Joseph and went to visit her
cousin, Elizabeth, who was bearing St. John the Baptist. Acknowledged by Elizabeth as the Mother of God, Mary intoned
the Magnificat.
When Emperor Augustus declared a census throughout the
vast Roman Empire, Mary and St. Joseph went to Bethlehem,
his city of lineage, as he belonged to the House of David.
There Mary gave birth to Jesus and was visited by the Three
Kings.
Mary and Joseph presented Jesus in the Temple, where St.
Simeon rejoiced and Mary received word of sorrows to come
later. Warned to flee, St. Joseph and Mary went to Egypt to
escape the wrath of King Herod. They remained in Egypt until
King Herod died and then returned to Nazareth.
Nothing is known of Mary's life during the next years except
for a visit to the Temple of Jerusalem, at which time Mary and
Joseph sought the young Jesus, who was in the Temple with
the learned elders.
The first recorded miracle of Jesus was performed at a wedding in Cana, and Mary was instrumental in calling Christ's
attention to the need. Mary was present at the Crucifixion in
Jerusalem, and there she was given into John the Apostle's
care. She was also with the disciples in the days before the
Pentecost, and it is believed that she was present at the resurrection and Ascension.
No scriptural reference concerns Mary's last years on earth.
According to tradition, she went to Ephesus, where she experienced her "dormition." Another tradition states that she remained in Jerusalem. The belief that Mary's body was assumed
into heaven is one of the oldest traditions of the Catholic
Church.
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Do you Remember?
Baltimore Catechism Revised Edition 1941 (Continued…)

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for that is right.
(Ephesians 6:1)

234. What is the third commandment of God?

243. Does the fourth commandment oblige us to respect
and to obey others besides our parents?

The third commandment of God is: Remember thou keep holy
the Lord's day.

Besides our parents, the fourth commandment obliges us to
respect and obey all our lawful superiors.

And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had
made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work
which he had done. (Genesis 2:2)

Let everyone be subject to the higher authorities, for there
exists no authority except from God, and those who exist have
been appointed by God. Therefore he who resists authority
resists the ordinance of God; and they that resist bring on
themselves condemnation. (Romans 13:1-2)

235. Why does the Church command us to keep Sunday as
the Lord's day?
The Church commands us to keep Sunday as the Lord's day,
because on Sunday Christ rose from the dead, and on Sunday
the Holy Ghost descended upon the apostles.
236. What are we commanded by the third commandment?
By the third commandment we are commanded to worship God
in a special manner on Sunday, the Lord's day.
Keep you my sabbath; for it is holy unto you. (Exodus 31:14)
237. How does the Church command us to worship God on
Sunday?
The Church commands us to worship God on Sunday by
assisting at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.
238. What is forbidden by the third commandment of God?
By the third commandment of God all unnecessary servile
work on Sunday is forbidden.
Six days shall you do work; in the seventh day is the sabbath,
the rest holy to the Lord. (Exodus 31:15)
239. What is servile work?
Servile work is that which requires labor of body rather than of
mind.
240. When is servile work allowed on Sunday?
Servile work is allowed on Sunday when the honor of God, our
own need, or that of our neighbor requires it.
241. What is the fourth commandment of God?
The fourth commandment of God is: Honor thy father and thy
mother.
Honor thy father and thy mother, that thou mayest be longlived upon the land which the Lord thy God will give thee.
(Exodus 20:12)
242. What are we commanded by the fourth
commandment?
By the fourth commandment we are commanded to respect and
love our parents, to obey them in all that is not sinful, and to
help them when they are in need.

244. What duty have parents toward their children and
superiors toward those under their care?
Parents must provide for the spiritual and bodily welfare of
their children; superiors, according to their varying degrees of
responsibility, must care for those entrusted to them.
And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but
rear them in the discipline and admonition of the Lord.
(Ephesians 6:4)
245. What are the duties of a citizen toward his country?
A citizen must love his country, be sincerely interested in its
welfare, and respect and obey its lawful authority.
246. How does a citizen show a sincere interest in his
country's welfare?
A citizen shows a sincere interest in his country's welfare by
voting honestly and without selfish motives, by paying just
taxes, and by defending his country's rights when necessary.
247. Why must we respect and obey the lawful authority of
our country?
We must respect and obey the lawful authority of our country
because it comes from God, the Source of all authority.
248. Why are we obliged to take an active part in works of
good citizenship?
We are obliged to take an active part in works of good
citizenship because right reason requires citizens to work
together for the public welfare of the country.
249. What are the chief duties of those who hold public
office?
The chief duties of those who hold public office are to be just
to all in exercising their authority and to promote the general
welfare.
Give ear, you that rule the people, and that please yourselves
in multitudes of nations; for power is given you by the Lord,
and strength by the most High, who will examine your works,
and search out your thoughts. (Wisdom 6:3-4)

